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Notes and Comment 


“Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself” is 
the maxim etched in stone across the 
entire front of the Union House of 
Living Judaism—Berg Memorial in 
New York. This ideal is exemplified 
in a letter which the Union received 
recently: 

As next door neighbors we feel 
that your new building is a real im- 
provement and asset to the community. 
Also we are most appreciative of the 
efficient manner in which the building 
was erected with a minimum of dis- 
turbance and inconvenience to our 
tenants. As an expression of my ap- 
preciation and regard, I am happy to 
contribute 300 shares of the common 
stock of the Socony-Vacuum Oil Com- 
pany. Inc., to the Building Fund of 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations. With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
Laurance S. Rockefeller 


AMERICAN JUDAISM serves as a forum 
for discussion of vital subjects; the 
opinions expressed by writers of 
signed articles, however, are their 


own and do not necessarily reflect 
the official viewpoint of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations 
and its affiliates. 


More than 200 suggestions for a 
name for this magazine were re- 
ceived when its was announced that 
the periodicals of the Union, Sister- 
hoods and Brotherhoods would be 
combined. A prize was offered to the 
person whose idea for a name for the 
new publication would be adopted; 
closest to the name chosen was Amer- 
ican Reform Judaism, submitted by 
Mrs. Louis Waldman, a member of 
Congregation Ohef Sholom in Nor- 
folk, Va., who receives the award. 


Our mailing list includes former 
subscribers to Liberal Judaism, The 
Jewish Layman, and Topics and 
Trends. We are trying to eliminate 
duplications and would appreciate 
than copy of 


word if one 


AMERICAN JUDAISM is received by a 


more 


family. 
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Israeli 


- Judaism: 


Prospects for Reform 


by Hal Lehrman 


1. THE whole of Israel there is only one rabbi serv- 
ing the inmates of all the prisons. Not unreasonably, 
this overworked man of God was heard one day com- 
plaining about his excessive burden. “Why does he 
protest?” a high dignitary of the Israeli rabbinate is 
reliably reported to have asked with surprise and pain. 
“After all, he has nothing to do except make sure that 
the prisons are kosher.” 

Any thoughtful liberal visitor from the West discov- 
ers very quickly that formal religion in Israel falls 
somewhat short of being a source of living inspiration 
to the new Jewish state. However innocent of doctrinal 
subtlety he may be, he needs only a minimum apprecia- 
tion of religion’s possible role in a modern community 
to perceive that Orthodoxy—at least as practiced in 
Israel by the official rabbinate and sustained by the 
government—is a bit on the medieval side. He runs 
small risk of error if he concludes that a vibrant faith 
capable of miking a true contribution to the growth 
and ethic of Israel requires more social awareness and 
perhaps less ritualistic observance, more spirit and less 
letter, more love and less legalism, than the dominant 
hierarchy seems prepared to allow. 

It is no news that organized Judaism in the fledgling 
Republic may have to demonstrate greater flexibility 
if Israel, as hoped and as prophesied, is to be the center 





Hal Lehrman, author, lecturer and foreign correspondent, holds 
a Guggenheim fellowship for his writing on Israel and the 
Middle East and a fellowship from the Council on Foreign 
Relations for his writing on Eastern Europe. He has just re- 
turned from a three-month tour of Israel, Yugoslavia, Greece 
and Italy as correspondent for Commentary, Fortune, and the 
New York Post. His latest book, “Israel: The Beginning and 
Tomorrow,” is being published by William Sloane Associates 
on January 24. 


of religious enlightenment for the Diaspora. But it may 
come as a shock that, in the opinion of some competent 
observers, present prospects of a genuine religious 
awakening are very meager. To say this is to enter on 
hazardous ground, because many qualified persons 
have asserted the contrary after visiting Israel, and 
have proclaimed their confidence in large results for a 
modernized religion if large and swift aid is given. But 
one can only transmit here what the Israelis themselves 
believe and what appears to be true after fresh study of 
the available evidence: modernization of Judaism in 
the Holy Land must contend, not only with formidable 
antagonism of the entrenched rabbinate, but with the 
dead-weight indifference of the non-observant and the 
inhibitions of the handful of spiritual leaders who de- 
sire change. Modernization has no organized allies in 
Israel, not among those who resent the archaisms of a 
narrow Orthodoxy, not among the older generations or 
the youth—and not even among the country’s three 
so-called independent congregations. 

The latter have apparently been much misunderstood 
in America and, it seems on close inspection, over- 
advertised as “persecuted” pioneers of a new, forward- 
looking faith. Their rabbis do not at all enjoy being 
habitually described by us as “Reform” or “Conserva- 
tive” or “Liberal’”—terms which they vehemently reject 
as embarrassing and downright inaccurate. They pre- 
fer, if anything, to be regarded as “Progressive.” For 
that matter, it might be even more proper still to let it 
go merely as “non-Orthodox.” 

Actually the non-Orthodox congregations strive to be 
as Orthodox as possible. Their women sit apart from 
the men; organ music is banned; except for insignifi- 
cant omissions, the texts and forms of worship are indis- 
tinguishable from those of the strictest shul. Wherein, 
then, does the non-Orthodoxy reside? Mostly in the 
minds of the Orthodox. 

The established clergy instinctively feels that the 
“Progressive” congregations and rabbis are not Ortho- 
dox enough. Services are more orderly and dignified. 
Sermons are occasionally in German or another Cen- 
tral European language. Members do not necessarily 
observe kashrus. The “Progressive” rabbis are strongly 
suspected of not adhering to practice of the mikveh and 
other rites. They were trained in German universities 
and theological seminaries rather than in y’shivos. In 
their professional preparation, worst of all, they were 
exposed to such deplorable mental disciplines as Bibli- 
cal criticism—which, for Orthodox fundamentalists, is 
tantamount to paganism. 

American Jewish spokesmen have often protested 
against discrimination allegedly suffered by “Progres- 
sive” groups in Israel. One finds, however, that the 
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“Progressive” rabbis are quietly amused by the heat of 
this indignation, though also grateful for it. Outcry in 
America did help this year to obtain authorization at 
last for performance of marriage ceremonies by the 
Tel Aviv rabbi. But the leader of the “Progressive” 
congregation in Jerusalem has had such authority for 
more than a decade, and his part-time colleague in 
Haifa is too busy with secular occupations to be greatly 
concerned because he personally is still not permitted 
to officiate under the chupo. Only Orthodox rabbis sit as 
paid judges in religious courts—but the non-Orthodox 
have no desire for such employment and freely admit 
their lack of technical training for it. “Progressive” 
congregations receive no financial aid from munici- 
pality or State, and worship in makeshift basements 
or halls; but, while Orthodoxy per se does get subven- 
tions from public funds, there are many individual 
Orthodox congregations which do not, and their places 
of worship are sometimes even more impoverished than 
the “Progressive.” 

This does not mean that the non-Orthodox receive 
fully equal treatment or that the inequity should not be 
protested—but the fact that “Progressive” rabbis in 
Israel are far less incensed over it than their American 
sympathizers is itself suggestive of a certain lack of 
liberal zeal. In the main, Israeli “Progressive” desire 
for change in structure puts the stress on practical 
matters, not questions of principle. One “Progressive” 
rabbi wants representation in the State-supported Rab- 
binical Council—which would facilitate the engagement 
of himself and colleagues as salaried officials of the re- 
ligious community, paid out of taxes. Another is cau- 
tiously campaigning for a State stipend which would 
enable him to spend more time on such “pastoral” 
duties as visiting the sick and healing the perplexed of 
soul—a function which Israeli Orthodoxy does not 
recognize as essentially rabbinical. For lack of congre- 
gational funds, all three “Progressive” rabbis now earn 
their livings in private pursuits: Dr. Max Elk of Haifa 
is principal of a school; Dr. Meir Rosenberg of Tel 
Aviv is a Hebrew teacher and municipal employee; Dr. 
Aaron Philipp of Jerusalem works in an attorney’s 
office. These are men of good will and integrity. Their 
personal outlooks on life and faith certainly have 
broader horizons than those of the average Orthodox 
rabbi in Israel. But not so broad that they would strike 
out boldly for modernism if they received encourage- 
ment from abroad, or that they even want modernism. 
On the contrary. For instance, they are hostile to the 
American concept of separation between “Church” and 
State as the Orthodox are. They approve fully of Ortho- 
doxy’s power in Israel. Their greatest wish is merely to 
share some of it. 
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Dr. Aaron Philipp, “Progressive” Rabbi in Jerusalem, 
performing a marriage ceremony. 


In intimate conversation, “Progressives” will con- 
cede that the automatism of the Orthodoxy practiced in 
Israel fails to inspire true religious feeling. But they 
will also tell you that such feeling is as rare anywhere 
else in the country. A recent attempt among religious 
intellectuals to launch a movement under the inspira- 
tion of Dr. Leo Baeck, former Chief Rabbi of Berlin, 
seems to be languishing from shortage of enthusiasm, 
fear of Orthodox wrath, and total lack of agreement on 
purposes. The organized political parties—including 
the leading government party, Mapai—may not ap- 
plaud Orthodox rabbinical participation in politics but 
would scarcely welcome a complication of the political 
problem by the emergence of another category of rabbi. 
The portion of the adult population which abstains from 
religious worship does not particularly care what hap- 
pens within religion; but the typical attitude is that, if 
some Israelis must have religion, let it be the old-time 
religion, and not new-fangled inventions from the West 
such as bare heads, “church” music and other “absurdi- 
ties.” As for the youth, the consensus is that they have 
been repelled by Orthodoxy beyond recall. or have gen- 
erally been able to sublimate any subconscious religious 
urge into patriotism and nationalism, or are simply too 
involved in growing up with a Jewish state to have time 
for expressing their Judaism in any other way. Even 
the elders of the “Progressive” congregations—which 
have a total combined regular membership of scarcely 
1,000--have been unable to recruit any significant 
number of their own children. 

It would be wrong, however, to assert that no latent 
tendencies for a new way of religious life exist in Israel. 
Even among the young people—some of the more sensi- 
tive and less bellicosely nationalist among them—one 
detects a certain wistful, half-romantic, half esthetic 
longing for fresh ideals. There is, too, a strong strain 
of discontent in a sector of contemporary Israeli litera- 
ture and editorial journalism: the beginning of disillu- j 

(Continued on page 28) 








Wie Giceld Conduct Interfaith 


[Epiror’s Note: How best to conduct interfaith activities? This is a 
subject of great concern to the American Jewish community. 
Professor Robert M. Maclver of Columbia University, after a care- 
ful study of the interfaith and defense activities of national Jewish 
agencies, strongly recommends in a report to the National Commu- 
nity Relations Advisory Council “. . . that the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations be regarded as the sponsor and general direc- 
tor of programs in the interfaith area and that the American Jewish 
Committee and the Anti-Defamation League of Bnai B'rith relin- 


Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath 


President, Union of American Hebrew Congregations 


. QUESTION, “interfaith activity should 
be conducted for the American Jewish community by 
its religious agencies.” As a matter of fact, in my judg- 
ment, it would be almost impossible to establish a case 
to the contrary, to justify the present anomalous state 
of affairs which prompted so objective a social scientist 
as Professor Maclver to characterize the current inter- 
faith activity on the part of secular agencies as “quite 
unsound.” 

There is undoubtedly a place — an important and 
constructive place—for secularism in modern life. It 
is questionable whether certain gains in democracy, in 
science, in health, would have been achieved without 
secular activity. Consequently, when I use the term 
“secular” I do not do so as a term of disparagement. 
but rather of.description and differentiation from that 
which is generically and specifically religious. Though 
there may be a divergence of opinion as to just what 
we Jews are—nation, race, religion, civilization, people 
—I do not think there can be the slightest questioning 
of the irrefutable fact that, though in our totality, we 
may not be a religion, we certainly have a religion, and 
that there are specific individuals, organizations, in- 
stitutions, movements, which represent us, or rather 
should represent us religiously. It is an anomaly, of 
the most fantastic kind, that, in our so-called interfaith 
work, we do not grasp this fundamental fact, and that 
exclusively secular agencies and sometimes avowedly 
non-religious individuals represent us in interfaith en- 
deavors. 

This is not only an anomaly, it is a contradiction in 

(Continued on page 26, col. 1) 


David Petegorsky 


Executive Director, American Jewish Congress 


s. a general proposition, I agree fully that inter- 
faith activities on behalf of the American Jewish com- 
munity should be conducted by its religious agencies 
and by those groups and persons who by their very 
names represent to the world the expositors of the 
Jewish faith. The presence of one or two rabbis in the 
leadership or on the staff of a secular organization does 
not transform the character of that agency or qualify 
it to serve as a symbol or representative of Judaism 
in interreligious relationships. 

As this problem has now emerged to the fore, I re- 
gard as a more fundamental issue the clarification of 
what interfaith activity should properly be. There is a 
prevailing tendency to regard interfaith activity as pri- 
marily an exercise in building mutual understanding 
between religious groups. That conception is a hang- 
over from the days when apologetics was the dominant 
motif of Jewish activity. Misunderstanding was gen- 
erally considered to be the root of many of our prob- 
lems; the elimination of misunderstanding was con- 
ceived as the key to the reduction of anti-Semitism and 
intergroup friction. That attitude requires drastic re- 
vision in the light of fact and experience. It is today a 
generally accepted thesis that preachment and exhorta- 
tion, however eloquent or skilful, can contribute little 
to transforming prejudice and bias. 

Nor can we ascribe to “misunderstanding” the cen- 
tral role it was once deemed to occupy. In my view, 
friction between religious groups has increased because 
there is too much understanding, rather than too little. 
Thus, for example, there is serious controversy today 

(Continued on page 26, col. 2) 
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Activities? 
Five Views 





quish their separate departments in this field. The assignment of this 
responsibility to UAHC should be made, however, on the understand- 
ing that it will, jointly with the NCRAC, take steps for the representa- 
tion in agency interreligious activities of the other branches of the 
Jewish faith, either through the Synagogue Council of America or by 
any other means that may be deemed feasible.” 

Should interfaith activities be conducted exclusively by religious 
agencies as represented by the three national Jewish congregational 


bodies? Here are five viewpoints.| 


Rabbi Simon G. Kramer 
President, 
Synagogue Council of America 


Tue answer to the question posed in 
this symposium should be “yes.” A 
closer analysis of the problem, how- 
ever, reveals some aspects of it which 
need further consideration. 

In the first place—the national sec- 
ular bodies now engaged in interfaith 
activities have over the years accumu- 
lated valuable information and experi- 
ence which cannot be shunted aside. 
It will become imperative for the re- 
ligious bodies to make use of this 
experience and of the techniques of 
procedure already worked out. In 
effect it will mean continued coopera- 
tion with them in order to succeed in 
the work. This is especially true be- 
cause no such activity as interfaith re- 
lations can be carried on in a vacuum. 
Other areas of endeavor impinge upon 
it on all sides. The fight against anti- 
Semitism, for example, must directly 
or indirectly involve interfaith rela- 
tions. Religious bodies cannot be lim- 
ited to their particular area and secu- 
lar bodies to theirs, when the lines of 
demarcation between them are vague 
and of necessity ill defined. Under such 
conditions community relations work 
would result in a reductio ad ab- 
surdum. 

What will then become necessary 
will be to work out a modus operandi 
—a program and plan carefully con- 
sidered which would involve the coop- 
eration of all agencies, religious and 

(Continued on page 26, col. 3) 
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John Slawson 
Executive Vice-President, 
American Jewish Committee 


Ir SEEMS to me that a large part of 
our difficulty in discussing the recom- 
mendations submitted by Prof. Mac- 
Iver stems from a lack of definition as 
to the meaning of community relations 
work. Dr. Maclver himself did not de- 
fine this term—and with good reason. 
For although it has come to be an ex- 
pression popularly utilized, it usually 
turns out to be incapable of brief and 
precise definition. ; 

Let us consider, however, the goal 
of community relations work. The 
American Jewish Committee believes 
that its goal is to achieve healthy and 
harmonious relations among the diverse 
religious, racial and national origin 
groups in this country. Thus com- 
munity relations activities are con- 
cerned with the breeding grounds of 
prejudice, with improper teachings 
about differences—racial and religious 
—to children in America’s public 
schools, and in its religious schools. 
Community relations is concerned with 
underlying tensions, fears, and anxie- 
ties of human beings, and the ways in 
which these can and have been ex- 
ploited by demagogues and _ political 
self-seekers to the detriment of one or 
another of the minority groups in 
America, and to the detriment of 
America itself. 

By their very nature the solution of 
community relations problems requires 
collective action involving the weaving 

(Continued on page 27, col. 1) 


Benjamin R. Epstein 
National Director, 
Anti-DefamationLeague,B’ naiB’rith 


Pror. Maclver’s proposal that Jew- 
ish efforts toward interfaith rapport 
with Christians be channeled through 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations has been one of the most 
highly criticized recommendations of 
the much-debated report and is of a 
piece with his other recommendations 
for redistributing functions from the 
major agencies to the specialized ones. 

As I understand it, this symposium 
is restricted to discussion of the merits 
of the Union’s embracing in toto the 
organized interfaith work of the Jew- 
ish community. I cast a negative vote 
as I would in the case of the other 
specific allocations of function recom- 
mended by the Report. 

We do not believe that this piece- 
meal allocating of functions is either 
economical or practical or efficient. 
ADL’s primary concern is fighting anti- 
Semitism. Interfaith work, veterans 
activity, work with organized labor 
and other “interest groups” are tools 
used by ADL as an integrated agency 
with an integrated program to serve 
the primary purpose of fighting qnti- 
Semitism. If you want to call these ac- 
tivities “Jewish community relations,” 
I won’t argue. I only repeat that where 
“community relations” will help us to 
achieve our main purpose—fighting 
anti-Semitism—we make use of it. It 
is part of a total, integrated impact. 
We can’t see much economy accruing 

(Continued on page 27, col. 3) 








Starlight 


Services 
by Karl Weiner 


One DAY, at a meeting of the Sisterhood of 
Temple Beth El in Colorado Springs, it was de- 
cided to have a Friday evening supper for all the 
families once a month, with the rabbi assisting in 
observance of the ritual. The services on these 
evenings were short, without a sermon, so that 
the young children could be taken home before 
9 o'clock. The Sisterhood cooked the meals, and 
they were good meals, indeed. 

Then, at a subsequent meeting the rabbi pro- 
posed that during the summer vacation the family 
Friday evening supper be taken out under the 
stars. Perhaps the members of the Sisterhood 
were not quite sure that this would work. The 
president and all present, however, were fasci- 
nated by the words, “a service under the stars,” 
and were determined to make the idea a success. 

So, at the end of a beautiful June day, at dusk. 
the cars of the congregation drove over the wind- 
ing and picturesque mountain roads to “Lazy 
Lands,” the picnic grounds. Even before they ar- 
rived the members could smell the smoke of the 
fire and a little later the fragrance of frying 
steaks. 

The tables were arranged in a semi-circle. The 
congregation faced the rabbi who on the head 
table where he sat had seven candles in wine- 
glasses, and the chalo and the wine. The cere- 
mony began with the kindling of the lights. The 
Sisterhood president said the benediction and lit 
the candles at the head table, while one of the 
women at each of the other tables did the same 
for her group. 

The rabbi read Jessie E. Sampter’s poem, 
“Summer Sabbath”: 


“In summer in the open air 
I seek my Sabbath house of prayer 
Among the friendly trees .. .” 


and followed this with a simple service. 

There was even a portable organ for the ac- 
companiment. The rest of the evening was spent 
with a picnic style dinner, with stories for the 
children, and with spontaneous congregational 
singing of Hebrew and English hymns. 

In the meantime night had descended. The 
light of the candles enhanced the festive mood. 
In the clear sky above were the sparkling stars 
and a bright moon. Thus was welcomed the Sab- 
bath under the western sky. 





Rabbi Karl Weiner, now of Temple Judea, Chi- 
cago, Ill., was formerly with Temple Beth El, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
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Draperies hanging in the Braude living room illustrate a passage from 
the Book of Exodus. A border at the bottom tells the story in Hebrew. 








She Makes 


Modern Draperies 
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Mars. William G. Braude, wife of the rabbi of Tem- 
ple Beth El in Providence, R. I., has combined religious 
and artistic interests to give her home unique distinc- 
tion. An accomplished amateur artist, Mrs. Braude 
makes beautiful draperies that illustrate stories from 
the Bible. 

Painted on the draperies that hang in her living room 
are passages from the Book of Exodus 15: 20 and 21: 
“And Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after 
her with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam sang 
unto them; Sing ye to the Lord for He is highly exalted; 
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.” 

The pictures, painted in one color on cream white 
fabric, show Miriam and the women dancing, while the 
horse and rider are being tossed into the waters. A 
border at the bottom tells the story in Hebrew. 
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Mrs. Braude at work on her draperies. 
The drawings on the 

cream white cloth are 

in one color. 
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The designs for these draperies and for another set 


. hanging in the hallway of the Braude home are strik- 
¥ ingly modern in concept and execution. Thé ones in 
le the hallway, however, are not pictorial; instead, Mrs. 
“ Braude has imprinted in Hebrew two excerpts from the 
Psalms, which make five horizontal bands across the 
4s fabric. 
a This set of draperies was inspired by the fact that 
k Rabbi Braude is now at work on a midrash on Psalms 
i to be published by Yale University. 
8 Chosen by Mrs. Braude as the symbol of his work 
3 was Psalm 1, verses 1 and 2: “Blessed is the man that 


hath not walked in the counsel of the wicked. Nor stood 
in the way of sinners. Nor sat in the seat of the scorn- 


. ful. But his delight is the law of the Lord; and in His 





A law doth he meditate day and night.” 
\ One of the Psalms is imprinted on the 
draperies hanging in the hallway. 

































The Dedication Ceremonies 


Mrs. Edward B. Schulkind and Mrs. Louis A. Rosett 
officially opening the doors. 


A distinguished gathering of more than 3,000 rab- 
binical and lay leaders from all parts of the United 
States and Canada convened in New York to partici- 
pate in the dedication of the new Union House of Liv- 
ing Judaism-Berg Memorial. With national attention 
focused on this historic event, the dedication served to 
underscore the unparalleled growth of Reform Judaism 
in this country since the days of Isaac Mayer Wise. 
The dramatic ceremonies, portions of which were 
broadcast to millions of listeners over two nation-wide 
radio networks, began with a Sabbath evening service 
in Temple Emanu-El. There, an overflow audience 
heard from many notables, among them Rabbi Maurice 
N. Eisendrath, president of the UAHC, who paid trib- 
ute to the memory of the late Dr. Albert A. Berg; and 
Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, president of the National Federa- 
tion of Temple Sisterhoods, who presented the deed to 


Guests being received in the lobby. 
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the property and a “Book of Living Judaism” contain- 
ing the names of all Sisterhood contributors to the 
building fund. 

At a subsequent religious service in the Central Syna- 
gogue, during the numerous conferences that marked 
the three-day convocation and at the memorable dedi- 
cation banquet, eminent speakers voiced the belief that 
the Union House of Living Judaism would become a 
symbol of American Jewry. 

Joining in the celebration, President Truman and 
other national leaders, as well as representatives of vari- 
ous faiths, sent their congratulations and good wishes. 
And from the nearby United Nations came this message: 

“Those words which are inscribed on your new na- 
tional center—‘Love Thy Neighbor as Thyself’ and ‘Do 
Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly with Thy God’— 
are magnificent expressions of high moral principles 
which will guide us in our effort to build a free and 


peaceful world.” 


Rabbis Leo Baeck, Nelson Glueck, Abba Hillel Silver, 
Julius Mark and Maurice N. Eisendrath. 


Mrs. Jacob Aronson, widow of the late chairman of the board 
of the UAHC, viewing his portrait in the Board Room 
with the artist, Joseph Margolies. 
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Tue individual family is the basic unit of our Reform 
movement. All of the activities of our congregations 
and our national religious institutions are attuned to 
serving the spiritual and cultural needs of the individ- 
ual family unit and to giving each and every member 
of such families a sense of oneness with the faith of 
their fathers and of peace with their environment. 

The influence of our religious institutions is deeply 
felt in our lives from childhood, through our youth and 
throughout our adult life. The more important occa- 
sions in our life are sanctified by our rabbis in accord 
with the age-old tradition of our faith. These rabbis, 
trained at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, are the spiritual leaders of our congrega- 
tions, charged with the responsibility of maintaining 
and preserving our faith. The religious education of our 
children has its source and inspiration in the program 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. The 
Union is the voice of our congregations and their mem- 
bers on thesnational scene—at the same time guiding 
and serving these congregations and their members in 
the religious and cultural spheres. 

The individual’s responsibility toward the Union and 
the College-Institute is one of the major points of em- 
phasis of the current Combined Campaign on behalf of 
these basic institutions of American Reform Judaism. 

In the face of the rapid expansion of our Reform 
movement, the rising cost of goods and services, the 
need to repay indebtedness incurred because of inade- 
quate income in the past, and to replace funds previ- 
ously available through endowments, it is essential that 
the number of individual contributors be considerably 
enlarged. Only in this way will our institutions be in a 
position adequately to meet their responsibilities to 
affiliated congregations and their members. 


The 1951-52 quota of $2,265,000 is substantially 
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The family is the basic unit of 
American Reform Judaism. 





Religion 


in Our Lives 


by Isidor Coons 


Executive Vice-Chairman, Combined Campaign 


higher than last year’s goal and reflects the increased 
requirements of both the Union and the College-Insti- 
tute for the current year. To help meet this higher 
goal, leadership for the current campaign has been 
vested in a national cabinet of seven outstanding lead- 
ers of Reform Judaism, aided by a corps of congrega- 
tional and community leaders representative of all sec- 
tions of the country. Serving as national chairmen are: 

Herbert R. Bloch, Cincinnati; Louis Broido, New York; 
Dr. Samuel S. Hollender, Chicago; Rabbi Ferdinand M. 
Isserman, St. Louis; Fred Lazarus, Jr., Cincinnati; Philip 
Meyers, Cincinnati; and Herman M. Stein, New York. 

With the national chairman and other officers of the 
campaign actively in the leadership, the campaign has 
moved ahead with excellent results to date. Campaigns 
now in progress in the major cities are running sub- 
stantially ahead of last year. Encouraging progress is 
also reported in organization for early campaigns in a 
great many other communities, large and small. 

For the second successive year, St. Louis was the first 
major community to launch its campaign. Addressed 
by Mr. Bloch, a special gifts dinner attended by more 
than 100 congregational leaders raised considerably 
more than was raised from the same group last year. 
Similar results were reported from Cleveland whose 
special gifts meeting was also addressed by Mr. Bloch. 
Intensive campaigns are also underway in Baltimore. 


Dr. S. S. Hollender 


Herbert R. Bloch 


Fred Lazarus, Jr. 
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Atlanta, Houston, Albany, Greensboro and many cther 
cities. 
Campaigns are scheduled this month in New York, 


Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, San Francisco and | 


Southern California as well as in next larger cities such 
as Dayton, El Paso, Memphis, Miami and others. Dr. 
Maurice N. Eisendrath, president of the Union, is on a 
speaking tour of the West Coast in connection with the 
Southern California, Portland, Seattle and Denver cam- 
paigns. Dr. Samuel S. Hollender recently returned from 
a visit to California where he met with campaign lead- 
ers for the purpose of stimulating organization for the 
campaign. Dr. Nelson Glueck recently addressed a 
special gifts meeting to inaugurate the San Francisco 
campaign, and has addressed several regional break- 
fasts. 

Mr. Broido stimulated Baltimore Reform Jewry to 
more intensive efforts on behalf of the Combined Cam- 
paign. In Houston, Fred Lazarus, Jr., addressed a 
highly successful special gifts dinner launching that 
city’s campaign and in Dallas, secured a substantial 
welfare fund grant to the campaign for the first time. 
In Washington, D. C., a big gifts function has been 
held for the first time under the sponsorship of Gar- 
field I. Kass. 

Leadership breakfasts held in connection with Union 
regional meetings in Detroit, Miami, Lexington and 
Cincinnati served as springboards for educational and 
organizational programs in the Great Lakes, Southeast- 
ern, Southern and Midwestern areas. Similar breakfast 
meetings are projected this month at regional meetings 
to be held in Northern California and the Northwest 
area. 

Nineteen national vice-chairmen, all outstanding 
leaders within their own communities, will cooperate 
with the national chairman in stimulating more inten- 
sive efforts within these and other areas throughout the 
country. They are: 


Sidney R. Baer, St. Louis; James H. Becker, Chicago; 
Julius H. Cohn, Newark; Fred F. Florence, Dallas; Louis 
H. Glueck, Gary; Garfield I. Kass, Washington; Sol 
Luckman, Cincinnati; A. M. Luntz, Cleveland; Leon J. 
Obermayer, Philadelphia; Max Orovitz, Miami Beach; 
A. B. Polinsky, Duluth; Benjamin F. Saltzstein, Milwau- 
kee; Leonard N. Simons, Detroit; Laurie T. Simonsky, 


Herman M. Stein 


Philip Meyers 


Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer 
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Calendar of Events 


January 11-12-13, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Southern California Regional Conference, UAHC 


January 13-14, Jackson, Miss. 
Convention NFTS District 16—Mississippi-Arkansas 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 


January 18-19-20, Sacramento, Calif. 
Northern California Regional Conference, UAHC 


January 25-26-27, Tacoma, Wash. 
Northwestern Regional Conference, UAHC 


February 24-25, San Antonio, Texas 
Southwest Council, UAHC 





Toronto; Jack H. Skirball, Los Angeles; David L. Slann, 
Atlanta; Eugene B. Strassburger, Pittsburgh; Benjamin 
Swig, San Francisco; Bernard Werthan, Nashville. 


Parallel efforts are being made by the recently estab- 
lished national Rabbinical Campaign Committee, under 
the leadership of Rabbi Isserman, to bring the facts 
about needs and functions of the Union and the College- 
Institute to our constituency and to enlist their effective 
participation and support. Among those serving on this 
Committee are: 


Rabbis Milton L. Grafman, Birmingham; Morton C. 
Fierman, Phoenix; Ira Sanders, Little Rock; Edgar F. 
Magnin, Los Angeles; Alvin I. Fine, San Francisco; Julius 
J. Nodel, Portland; Raphael H. Levine, Seattle; Herbert 
A. Friedman, Denver; Abraham J. Feldman, Hartford; 
Joseph R. Narot, Miami Beach; Jacob M. Rothschild, 
Atlanta; Lewis Satlow, Springfield; Richard C. Hertz, 
Chicago; Milton Greenwald, Evansville; Bernard H. La- 
vine, Des Moines; Herbert S. Waller, Louisville; Nathaniel 
S. Share, New Orleans; Abraham D. Shaw, Baltimore; 
Dudley Weinberg, Brookline; B. Benedict Glazer, Detroit; . 
Albert G. Minda, Minneapolis; Samuel R. Shillman, Vicks- 
burg; Samuel S. Mayerberg, Kansas City; Ely E. Pil- 
chik, Newark; Sidney E. Unger, Asheville; Jerome Folk- 
man, Columbus; David H. Wice, Philadelphia; Allan 
Tarshish, Charleston; James A. Wax. Memphis; A. J. 
Brachman, Fort Worth; Ariel L. Goldburg, Richmond; 
Louis J. Cashdan, Charleston; Arthur Brodey, Kenosha; 
Harry J. Stern, Montreal; Samuel Wolk, Albany; Jacob 
P. Rudin, Great Neck, L. I.; Jonah B. Wise. New York: 
Sidney S. Tedesche, Brooklyn; Roland B. Gittelsohn. 
Rockville Centre; Lawrence W. Schwartz. White Plains: 
Philip S. Bernstein, Rochester; Julius Mark, New York: 
Morton M. Berman, Chicago; Maurice N. Eisendrath, 
New York; Nelson Glueck, Cincinnati. 


A Rabbinical Council -has also been formed for the 
Greater New York Campaign with Rabbis William 
Rosenblum and Max Maccoby serving as co-chairmen. 

Once again the Sisterhood Division is headed by 
Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer of Baltimore, assisted by a 
steering committee of Sisterhood leaders. 
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Book Reviews 


The Lore of the Old Testament by 
Joseph Gaer, Little, Brown and Co., 
Boston. 388 pp. $4.50. 


This book will find a host of read- 
ers, not only among Jews who take 
pride in the treasures of the Jewish 
spirit, but also among Christian lovers 
of the Bible who will find in these tales 
and legends an extension and amplifi- 
cation of all that they find beautiful in 
the Bible text itself. The book is an 
important contribution to intercul- 
tural education, all the more effective 
because it is written not as a textbook 
for study, but as an introduction to a 
new world of spiritual literature. 

‘It is these considerations that per- 
haps justify the use of the expression 
“Old Testament” in the title. The au- 
thor’s aim—to render the Talmudic and 
Midrashic comment upon the Torah 
available to the general public—may 
well be facilitated by the use of that 
designation for our Jewish Holy Scrip- 
tures which is most familiar to non- 
Jewish readers of the Bible. 

Though written for the general read- 
er, the book is equipped with tools for 
those who wish to engage in more in- 
tensive study of Jewish folklore. There 
is an excellent introduction entitled 
“The Bible in Folk Imagination”; such 
supplements as “Basic Sources,” “Read- 
ing List with Notes.” and an Index. 

LEON FRAM 


Agenda for American Jews by Eli Ginz- 
berg, Columbia University Press, 
New York® 90 pp. $2.00. 


Dr. Eli Ginzberg has made a most 
timely and useful contribution to the 
great debate on the question of Amer- 
ican Jewry’s future. The creation of the 
State of Israel and the near resolution 
of the problems of the displaced per- 
sons in Europe make it all the more 
urgent for American Jews, Professor 
Ginzberg points out, “to assess their 
own development so that in the future 
they can make more constructive use 
of their potentialities and energies.” 
The Agenda raises many important 
questions, but does not answer them. 
Professor Ginzberg makes clear that 
this was his intention. All of the ques- 
tions are familiar ones, and many of 
them threaten today to divide Ameri- 
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can Jewry, if we can judge by the bit- 
ter contention that has been evoked 
by the issuance of the Maclver Report 
and the position recently taken by the 
American Jewish Committee on Israeli- 
American Jewish relations. 

Other queries posed by the author 
deal with “the bifurcation of the com- 
munity between professional leaders 


(lay and rabbinic) and their follow- . 


ers”; with the values American Jews 
can be regarded as holding in common; 
with the import of the weakness in 
American Judaism’s religious base; 
with steps that can be taken to broaden 
the scope and quality of Jewish educa- 
tion; and with the stultifying character 
of fund-raising in America. 

One may disagree with some of the 
observations which Professor Ginzberg 
makes, but all who will read the 
Agenda will agree that he has rendered 
an invaluable service by challenging 
American Jewry first to think and then 
to answer the questions that the great 
debate raises. In the right answers. 
American Jews may find the way to a 
secure and significant future. 

MORTON M. BERMAN 


Foot of Pride by Malcolm Hay, Beacon 
Press, Boston. 352 pp. $3.75. 


A review of this book ought to appear 
in every Christian periodical through- 
out the world. Except for the writ- 
ings of Dr. James Parkes, no one has 
so realistically come to grips with one 

of the basic problems of our time. 
Hay’s volume indisputably estab- 
lishes the fact that anti-Semitism is, in- 
deed, the Achilles heel which renders 
vulnerable our entire Western civiliza- 
tion. This he irrefutably establishes in 
his opening paragraphs, when, follow- 
ing a poignantly graphic description 
of the dumping of three truckloads of 
eight or nine tons of human ashes 
from the Sachsenhausen Concentration 
Camp, he describes a leading Nazi 
general as stating to the Nuremburg 
Court. “I am of the opinion that when 
for years, for decades, the doctrine is 
preached that Jews are not even 
human, such an outcome is inevitable.” 
This explanation does not satisfy 
Malcolm Hay. He seeks the fact be- 
hind the fact, and continues with the 
(Continued on page 25) 





TheWay to God 
by 
MAXWELL SILVER, D.D. 


Dr. John HaynesHolmes: 


“So simple, so clear, so sen- 
sible and yet so fundamental, 
as to bring conviction. Sel- 
dom have | read a book on 
the profounder aspects of 
religion so completely satis- 
fying as this. It is a little 
masterpiece of its own.” 


Solomon B. Freehof: 


“This book is one of the 
most persuasive and moving 
books published in recent 
years in behalf of the faith 
inherent in Scripture. The 
book is clear in its reason- 
ing, eloquent in its expres- 
sion and will leave a deep 
impression upon the reader.” 

303 pages....... .$3.00 
Book May Be Purchased from 
Book Department U. A. H. C. 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 21, N. Y. 
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The Jews of New York, 
New England, and Canada 


BY JACOB R. MARCUS 


Professor Marcus begins this interest- 
ing, popularly-written book with the 
coming of the first Jew to Boston in 
1649 and continues to the last decade 
of the 18th century in Canada. 


An informative and interesting his- 
tory of the founding fathers of the 
American Jewish community. 


332 pages, Illustrated, Price $3.50 
At your bookstore or order direct from 


THE JEWISH PUBLICATION 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA 


222 No. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Brotherhood Section 


rorMERLY Lhe ‘Getwish Layman 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 


AND ITS JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 838 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 21, N.Y. 





The Convention 


FIVE HUNDRED representatives of 100 
clubs in 30 states and Canada attended 
the XIVth Biennial Convention of the 
National Federation of Temple Broth- 
erhoods and its Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety at the Hotel New Yorker in New 
York City, October 27-30. It was the 
best attended and most spirited con- 
vention in NFTB’s history. Far-seeking 
plans were approved to stimulate 
greater activity in temple and religious 
life by NFTB’s 240 affiliated clubs. 
To make possible an expanded pro- 
gram of service, the convention over- 
whelmingly voted to increase the NFTB 
per capita dues from 50c to $1, but 
not for 1951-52. The increase will not 
become effective until the 1952-53 
brotherhood year. However, twenty 
delegates voluntarily offered to recom- 
mend that their brotherhoods make the 
dues increase retroactive for the cur- 
rent year. First to remit on this basis 
was Rodef Shalom Temple Men’s 
Club, Pittsburgh, one of the largest 
brotherhoods in the country, which 
mailed NFTB a check for $1,220, No- 
vember 7. Quick to follow were Temple 
Israel Brotherhood, New Rochelle; 
Ohev Sholom Brotherhood, Harris- 
burg; Har Sinai Brotherhood, Balti- 
more; Temple Beth El Men’s Club, 
Charlotte; Temple Israel Brother- 
hood, St. Louis; Temple Beth El 
Men’s Club, Flint, Mich.; Temple 
Sinai Men’s Club, Pittsburgh; Temple 
Sinai Men’s Club, Mt. Vernon, and 
B’nai Jehudah Brotherhood, Kansas 

City. 
Acknowledging this spontaneous ac- 
tion with thanks. Harold W. Dubin- 
sky, of St. Louis, newly elected NFTB 
president, declared he was “greatly 
heartened by this spirited demonstra- 
tion of support of the new administra- 
tion. I hope that similar action will be 
(Continued on page 16) 


Editorial 


by HAROLD W. DUBINSKY 


President, National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods 


N ow that the XIVth biennial con- 


vention of the National Federation 


of Temple Brotherhoods has been . 


recorded in the annals of Reform 
Judaism, we have had an opportun- 
ity to evaluate the thrilling events 
which made up those eventful days. 

The fact that the NFTB conven- 
tion was an important part of the 
dedicatory ceremonies of the Union 
House of Living Judaism in itself 
significantly expressed the determi- 
nation of our clubs, their executive 
boards and leaders to take an active 
part in the forward progress of our 
Liberal Jewish movement, to be a 
valuable partner in this bright 
future. 

To the 500 delegates assembled in 
New York, it was apparent through- 
out the sessions of the convention 
that our National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods had a renewed 
determination to play an important 
role on the American scene. 

The oft-repeated theme of “more 
service to the clubs” meant literally 
that the NFTB, restricted only by its 
financial ability to perform, would 
do more to strengthen its clubs, to 
make them a valuable arm of the 
temple, and to make them collec- 
tively a potent force within the Re- 
form ranks. 

The heartening action of the con- 
vention in voting the $1 per capita 
NFTB dues, effective in the 1952-53 


brotherhood year, clearly expressed 


i JANUARY, 1952 BROTHERHOOD SECTION 





HAROLD W. DUBINSKY was elected 
president of the National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods after serving as 
chancellor of the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety. At 43, he is president of St. Louis 
Temple Israel, past president of the men’s 
club and honorary president of the Temple 
Men’s Clubs of St. Louis. He is in the 
real estate investment business, is married 
and has three children. A graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin (1929) he was an 
outstanding ice skater in his youth. The 
Dubinsky family has long been known in 
St. Louis for community work. 





the mandate of expanded service to 
the clubs. Knowing that NFTB would 
sustain a deficit for this budgeted 
year, the devoted action of twenty 
clubs there to voluntarily try to pay 
these new dues retroactively was the 
most important single highlight of 
the convention. 

The sincere interest of the assem- 
bled delegates in the furtherance of 
the work of NFTB’s great national 
project, the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety, was evidence that we will do 
an even better job in the future in 
our positive interfaith effort with 
Christian youth in the colleges and 
summer church camps. ; 

The many interesting sessions, 
the new friendships made, the old 
friendships renewed, will be remem- 
bered. There remains the vital task 
of implementing expanded service 
to the clubs. This your new officers, 
executive board, and _ professional 
staff must dedicate themselves to-do. 
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Speakers table at opening luncheon meeting of NFTB’s XIVth 
Biennial Convention in New York. 


Part of crowd of 500 which attended convention sessions 
October 27-30. 


Retiring President Kaufman, right, receives gold card 
at banquet from Jesse Cohen, past president 
and local convention chairman. 


Brotherhood 





Above: Three presidents, left to right: S. Herbert Kaufman, Roger 
W. Straus, opening luncheon speaker, and Harold W. Dubinsky. 


Below: Leaders at reevaluation seminar, left to right: Dr. Daniel J. 
Schwartz, Stanley S. Lewenberg, Mortimer S. Gordon and Louis Getz. 


ey > 
i hie 4 1 PA 
Outgoing President Kaufman, left, turns over the gavel 
to his successor, Harold Dubinsky. 
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Rabbi Isserman blesses incoming president. JCS award for 


Milton. E. Harris, left, 
Rodef Shalom 
Temple Men’s Club, 
Pittsburgh. 


H. Albert Lehrman leads 
discussion on problems of 
small brotherhoods. 


t ® | 
Rabbi Eisendrath speaks 
Biennial ge tgrinskr sn 7 


New. officers, left to right: Leo Wertgame, William H. Rosenfeld, 
Harold W. Dubinsky, Joseph F. Finkelstein, Paul H. Leffmann. 


¥ 


Above: Marvin L. Kohner, heads symposium on problems 
of large men’s clubs. Below: St. Louis delegation gets 
XVth Biennial for Fall of 1953. : 

















Leo Wertgame 


Charles Friedman 


The Convention 
(Continued from page 13) 


taken by many of our other men’s 
clubs which can see their way clear to 
follow the heart-warming examples set 
at the convention. It will enable the 
NFTB to carry out without delay plans 
to develop a strong Religious Empha- 
sis Program, expand and improve the 
Lecture Bureau, Service Letter and 
other program aids, and to carry on 
a greater amount of field work during 
the coming year.” 


Resolutions Adopted 


Resolutions adopted at the conven- 
tion recommended that brotherhoods 
carry out campaigns to inculcate in 
their membership a desire to attend 
religious services regularly; expand 
adult education programs, and give 
favorable consideration te these three 
suggestions made by Roger W. Straus, 
honorary president, in his keynote ad- 
dress at the convention: 

1. Establish committees of public re- 
lations and advertising specialists, in 
cooperation with rabbinic leaders, to 
formulate a program emphasizing the 
importance of Judaism to the Jew and 
the significance of Jewish ethical prin- 
ciples in the preservation of the Amer- 
ican way of life. 

2. Foster committees of statisticians 
and public opinion pollists to deter- 
mine the nature and extent of non- 
affiliation with the temple and to de- 
vise ways and means of increasing 
temple affiliation in the light of their 
findings. 

3. Recruit young men for the rab- 
binate and sponsor promising rabbinic 
students. 


Officers Elected 

Leo Wertgame, of Kansas City, was 
elected first vice-president of the NFTB 
and chancellor of the JCS. Other offi- 
cers were elected as follows: vice-pres- 
idents, Joseph F. Finkelstein, Brook- 
lyn and William H. Rosenfeld, Cleve- 
land; secretary, Paul H. Leffmann. 
Chicago; treasurer, Samuel Shuchter. 
Cincinnati. 
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Welcome New Aflfiliates 


Here are the latest clubs which have joined the National Federation of Temple 


Brotherhoods: 


Utica, N. Y., TEMPLE EMANU-EL MEN’S CLUB; President, Ralph Cole 
Elizabeth, N. J., MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE BETH EL; President, Richard Jaffer 
Westchester, Calif., TEMPLE ISRAEL MEN’S CLUB; President, Jack Jay 

New York City, STEPHEN WISE FREE SYNAGOGUE MEN’S CLUB; President, Wil- 


liam J. Mack 


Hoboken, N. J., BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE ADAS EMUNO; President, Arthur 


Siegal 


Flushing-Bayside, N. Y., MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM; President, 


Kalman Karpp 


Pittsburgh, Pa., MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE EMANUEL OF SOUTH HILLS; Presi- 


dent, Albert Stern 





S. Herbert Kaufman, Harrisburg, re- 
tiring president, was elected honorary 
president of the JCS. Charles Fried- 
man, New Rochelle, and Max E. Berk- 
owitz, Mt. Vernon, were elected hon- 
orary members of the NFTB Board. 

Nine new Board members were 
elected: Silas Adelsheim, Pittsburgh; 
Sidney Adler, Philadelphia; Maurice 
Bucove, Knoxville; Irwin M. Flaster. 
Newark; Edwin J. Oppenheim, Har- 
risburg; Charles S. Raizen, New 
Rochelle; A. J. Urbansky, Oklahoma 
City; Jack Weiller, Glencoe, IIl., and 
Harry M. Weinberger, Brooklyn. 

The entire new Board appears in the 
next column. Men’s clubs desiring to 
have NFTB Board members in their 
areas address their meetings should 
not hesitate to contact them directly or 
through the NFTB office. Many of the 
directors already have volunteered to 
serve in this capacity. 


Innovations 


Breakfast meetings of brotherhood 
presidents and JCS chairmen, reevalu- 
ation seminars on brotherhood objec- 
tives, and symposia on problems of 
small and large clubs produced many 
recommendations for improvement of 
NFTB service. Another innovation was 
the installation of the incoming presi- 
dent at a special religious ceremony 
conducted by Rabbi Ferdinand Isser- 
man, of Temple Israel, St. Louis, with 
an appropriate musical program. 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, VAHC 
president, addressed the biennial JCS 
luncheon on “New Horizons for JCS.” 

A complete transcript of the conven- 
tion proceedings, including the text of 
the major addresses, will be sent in 
time to all convention delegates and 
men’s club presidents. 

The Metropolitan Conference of 
Temple Brotherhoods, comprising forty 


men’s clubs in the New York area, 
served as hosts to the delegates at a 
gala dinner-dance and entertainment.: 
Jesse Cohen, past national president, 
was general chairman of the local 
committee. 

The convention voted to hold the 
next biennial in St. Louis in the fall 
of 1953. 





Officers and Board Members 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS and its 
JEWISH CHAUTAUQUA SOCIETY 


PRESIDENT: Harotp W. Dusinsky, St. Louis 
Ist. v.-pres., NFTB and Chancellor, JCS: 
Leo Wertcame, Kansas City 
V.-PRES.: JosepH F, Finketstein, Brooklyn 
v.-PRES.: WitttiaM H. Rosenretp, Cleveland 
SECRETARY: Paut H. LerrMann, Chicago 
TREASURER: SAMUEL SCHUCHTER, Cincinnati 
Harris S. Abrahams, Dayton; Silas Adelsheim, 
Pittsburgh ; Sidney Adler, Philadelphia; Percy Barker, 
San Francisco; Moise Bloch, New Orleans; Maurice 
Bucove, Knoxville; Irwin M. Flaster, Newark; 
Harold L. Fleischer, Hollywood; E. M. Friend, Jr., 
Birmingham; Ely E. Goldwasser, St. Louis; Harry 
A. Greenberger, Canton; Harry Greenfield, Brook- 
line; Samuel L. Hertzman, Louisville; Herbert Hol- 
lander, Washington; A. G. Jerry Isenberg, Los An- 
geles; Melbourne L, Leavitt, Los Angeles; Lewis B. 
Lefkowitz, Dallas; Mort L. Levy, Toronto; Fred 
Meyer, Chicago; Edward Miller, Denver; Edwin J. 
Oppenheim, Harrisburg; David L. Perlman, Balti- 
more; Milton Perlman, Chicago; Melvin W. Peyser. 
New York; Charles S. Raizen, New Rochelle: 
Arthur H. Rice, Detroit; Allen L. Rosenberg. 
Phoenix; Henry S. Scherer, Hartford; Dr. Daniel 
J. Schwartz, Baltimore; Stanley V. Shanedling, 
Minneapolis; Hirsh Sharf, Boston; Sam Silverman, 
Cincinnati; Harry L. Steiner, Seattle; A. J. Ur- 
bansky, Oklahoma City; Jack Weiller, Glencoe; 
Harry M. Weinberger, Brooklyn; Henry E. Wolff, 

Miami; Mitchell G. Zindler, Houston. 

HONORARY: Roger W. Straus, New York, Hon. 
pres., NFTB; S. Herbert Kaufman, Harrisburg, 
HON. PRES., JCS; Rabbi George Zepin, Cincinnati, 
HON. SECRETARY; Leon L. Berkowitz, Philadelphia; 
Max E. Berkowitz, Mt. Vernon; Jesse Cohen, Brook- 
lyn; Allen V. de Ford, Washington; Hon. Samuel 
B. Finkel, New York; Charles Friedman, New Ro- 
chelle; Maurice Jacobs, Philadelphia; Charles P. 
Kramer, New York; James L. Magrish, Cincinnati; 
Albert F. Mecklenburger, Glencoe; Julien W. New- 
man, Brooklyn; Charles Reizenstein, Pittsburgh; 
Harold Strauss, Washington; Ferdinand T. Weil, 
Pittsburgh. 

Ex-oFFIcIo: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, New 
York; Dr. Samuel S. Hollender, Chicago 

Sytvan LeBow, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Justin D. RoTHMAN, ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Hyman KaAnTER, COMPTROLLER 


Address all correspondence for NFTB or JCS to 
838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society 





JCS Calendar 


JAN. 
3 
8-9 
9 
8-9 
10 
1 
10-11 
10 
14 
14 
15 
15 
15 
16 
16 
17 
17 
20-24 
22 
23 
23 
30 
30 
30 
30 
31 


COLLEGE 

Nebraska Wesleyan 
Roanoke College 
Asheville-Biltmore 
Huntingdon College 
Reed College 

De Pauw University 
State Col. for Women 
State Teachers College 
Guilford College 

State Teachers College 
La Verne College 
Simpson College 

State Teachers College 
Alcorn A. & M. 

Linfield College 
Butler College 

Rider College 

Montana State College 
Hood College 

Mary Baldwin College 
University of Oregon 
West Liberty State 
Southwestern College 
Baker University 
Virginia Polytechnic 
Morehead Teachers 


Alabama Polytechnic 
Reinhardt College 
Elizabethtown Col. 
Marshall College 
Univ. of Arizona 
Whitman College 
Memphis State College 
North Carolina Univ. 
West Virginia Tech. 
Brown University 
Coker College 
Gallaudet College 
Colgate University 
Kansas State Teachers 
University of Texas 
Drew University 
Bethel College 
Southern Methodist 
Western Michigan 
Whittier College 
Pacific University 
Otterbein College 
Eastern Oregon 
Greensboro College 
State Teachers Col. 
Tennessee Wesleyan 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


CITY 

Lincoln, Neb. 
Salem, Va. 
Asheville, N. C. 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Portland, Ore. 
Greencastle, Ind. 
Milledgeville, Ga. 
Glenville, W. Va. 
Guilford, N. C. 
Fayetteville, N. C. 
La Verne, Calif. 
Indianola, lowa 
Mayville, N. D. 
Alcorn, Miss. 
McMinnville, Ore. 
Tyler, Tex. 
Trenton, N. J. 
Bozeman, Mont. 
Frederick, Md. 
Staunton, Va. 
Eugene, Ore. 
West Liberty, W.Va. 
Winfield, Kan. 


- Baldwin, Kansas 


Blacksburg, Va. 
Morehead, Ky. 


Auburn, Ala. 
Waleska, Ga. 
Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Huntington, W. Va. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Walla Walla, Wash. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Montgomery, W. Va 
Providence, R. |. 
Hartsville, S. C. 
Washington, D. C. 
Hamilton, N. Y. 
Pittsburgh, Kan. 
Austin, Texas 
Madison, N. J. 
No. Newton, Kan. 
Dallas, Texas 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Whittier, Calif. 
Forest Grove, Ore. 
Westerville, Ohio 
Le Grande, Ore. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Slippery Rock, Pa. 
Athens, Tenn. 


Every Brotherhood Member 
A Member of Chautauqua 


8 New JCS Life Members 


EIGHT new JCS life memberships 
were announced at or soon after the 
convention. They are: 

Leo Wertgame, of Kansas City, new- 
ly elected JCS chancellor. 

Lionel F. Levy, Philadelphia, the 
first Orthodox Jew to become a JCS 
life member. Mr. Levy formerly served 
as a member of the JCS Board, before 
it was taken over as a project of the 
NFTB. 

Harold W. Dubinsky, St. Louis, 
NFTB president, and his brother, Mel- 
vin, took out their second joint life 
membership. 

Herschel Weil, Lexington, Ky., a 
member of the UAHC Board. 

Sylvan Lebow, New Rochelle, NFTB 
executive director. 

Max E. Berkowitz, Mt. Vernon, son 
of the founder of JCS, Rabbi Henry 
Berkowitz. 

Roger W. Straus, New York, honor- 
ary national president of the NFTB. 

Temple North Shore Men’s Club, 
Glencoe. 

A handsome plaque containing the 
names of all JCS life members soon 
will appear in the Brotherhood Mem- 
bers Room of the Union House of Liv- 
ing Judaism. 

JCS life memberships are $1,000, and 
may.-be paid over a period of four years. 


JCS Leaders 

Two brotherhoods already have reached 
their JCS quotas for 1951-52: Spokane 
Temple Men’s Club, of which Ferdi- 
nand Clayton is JCS chairman, and 
New York West End Temple Men’s 
Club, whose JCS chairman is Howard 
Acker. Brotherhoods already showing 
considerable JCS membership activity 
are listed here, with an indication of 
their achievement to date: 


City Club % of Quota 
Spokane Temple Men’s Club 111 
New York West End 108 
Lexington, Ky. Adath Israel 82 
Mt. Vernon, N.Y. Sinai 74 
Kansas City ‘B’nai Jehudah 73 
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Lionel F, Levy 





Herschel Weil 





Max E. Berkowitz 








Melvin Dubinsky 


Roger W. Straus 








Des Moines 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Greensboro 
Los Angeles 
Akron 

Santa Monica 
St. Louis 
Hollywood 
Los Angeles 
St. Louis 
Newark 
Detroit 
Washington 
Baltimore 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Memphis 
Seattle 
Brooklyn 
Philadelphia 
Oklahoma City 
Albany 


B’nai Jeshurun 
Emanu-E] 

Rodeph Shalom 
Emanuel 
University 

Temple Israel 
Beth Sholom 
Israel 

Israel 

Wilshire Boulevard 
Shaare Emeth 
Bnai Jeshurun 
Beth El 
Washington Hebrew 
Eutaw Place 
Mizpah 

Rockdale 

Temple Israel 

de Hirsch 

Beth Sholom-Peoples 
Keneseth Israel 
B’nai Israel 


Beth Emeth 








Membership Drive 


NFTB’s successful membership drive 
ot last year, which brought in nearly 
3,000 new brotherhood members, is 
being repeated for 1951-52. Prizes will 
be awarded to clubs in large, medium 
and small classes which achieve the 
highest percentage of increase in their 
membership this year over last broth- 
erhood year. 


Holiday Celebration Award 


A HANDSOME engraved metal and 
wood plaque will be presented to the 
temple brotherhood which conducts 
the most unique Jewish holiday ob- 
servance at one of its meetings during 
this brotherhood year. A number of 
brotherhoods have staged Sukos and 
Chanuko celebrations, and others are 
planning Purim and Passover observ- 
ances. Entries should be in the form of 
written reports describing what was 
done. Photographs, if available, can 
be included. All entries should be pre- 
sented by May 1, 1952, to the judges. 
who will be members of NFTB’s Re- 
ligious Emphasis Committee, 838 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 21, N. Y. 





NFTB newsreel 





Reports of LOCAL Brotherhood Activities 


ALBANY: Bern Emetu BrorHerHoop 
was host to the Troy and Schenectady 
men’s clubs November 26. Sylvan Lebow, 
NFTB executive director, addressed an 
open meeting, and a dinner meeting of 
the tri-city boards which preceded it. 


BOSTON: In memory of 14 members 
who sacrificed their lives in World War 
II, Tempce IsraEL BROTHERHOOD estab- 
lished the Hirschel L. Gutman Founda- 
tion, named after the first of these heroes. 
Since 1945, the Foundation, dedicated to 
the advancement of American ideals, has 
provided scholarships for study of new 
Social Science techniques in intergroup 
relationships, to 166 teachers and educa- 
tors from Greater Boston to workshops 
and courses in intergroup education at 
Harvard, Boston University, New York 
University, Columbia and Rutgers. 


CHICAGO: The Chicago Conference of 
Temple Men’s Clubs and the Board of 
Jewish Education are co-sponsoring a 
course on “The Great Jewish Classics” 
for brotherhood members and their wives. 


This course holds sessions twice each 
month under the instructorship of Rabbi 
Herman E. Schaalman, UAHC Regional 


Director. 


DALLAS: TempLe EMANUEL BROTHER- 
Hoop had the Board of Stewards of the 
Highland Park Methodist Church as 
guests at an Interfaith Dinner Meeting, 
November 26, preceded by a religious 
service. 


DENVER: Tempce EMANUEL MENn’s Cius 
heard John Carroll, former congressman 
from Colorado and an intermittent mem- 
ber of President Truman’s staff, speak on 
“Inside Washington,” November 19. 


DETROIT: Tempte Beto Et Men’s 
CLus sponsored the appearance of Drew 
Pearson at the temple on December 6. 
Each brotherhood member received two 
free tickets. 


FLINT: Tempe Betu Et BroTrHerHoop 
has engaged a professional supervisor to 
direct the temple youth athletic and recr« 





The Glowing Star of David 





Will Gladden Your Heart with Its Soft 
Mellow Light of #Reverence. For Kindling 
the Sabbath and Holiday Candles, Yahrzeit 
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ational program. On November 18 the 
men’s club held its first breakfast discus- 
sion meeting with their rabbi, Morton 
M. Applebaum. 


GLENCOE: Tempte NortH SuHoreE 
Men’s Crus has a ten-team bowling 
league. Each team already has bowled 
twenty matches. On October 23 the club 
again sponsored America’s Town Meet- 
ing of the Air. 


HOUSTON: Tempe Emanu-Ex Brotnu- 
ERHOOD is building a Scout House on the 
temple grounds. 


LEXINGTON, KY.: NFTB was repre- 
sented by its new Board member, Maurice 
Bucove, of Knoxville, at a UAHC Regional 


Conference, November 17. 


LOS ANGELES: Leo Baeck TempLe 
Men’s Crus, one of NFTB’s most recent 
affiliates, exceeded their previous year’s 
membership by over 20 per cent in the 
recent national membership campaign. 


MEMPHIS: Tempte IsraeL BroTHEr- 
Hoop heard NFTB President, Harold W. 
Dubinsky and Dr. J. D. Williams, chan- 
cellor of the University of Mississippi, at 
an annual Chautauqua dinner meeting, 
November 20. 


MIAMI BEACH: Temp te Beto SHOLOM 
Men’s Cius is underwriting the Boy 
Scout Troop, the teen-age lounge, the 
school bus, the “Cheer Fund,” and a 
mobile blood donors’ unit. 


MT. VERNON: Tempce Sinat MEn’s 
Cius heard about “The Non-Military As- 
pects of Atomic Energy” from Dr. Alex- 
ander Joseph at a Sunday Brunch, No- 
vember 18. 

NEWARK: Tempte B’nal JesHuRUN 
MeEn’s Cus had Joseph F. Finkelstein, 
NFTB vice-president and president of the 
Metropolitan Conference, and Sylvan Le- 
bow, executive director, as guest speakers 
at a JCS dinner meeting, November 20. 
Irwin Flaster, new NFTB Board member, 
recently visited new brotherhoods in Lake- 
wood and Elizabeth. 


NEW HAVEN: MisuKan Isract BrotH- 
ERHOOD’s November 28 smoker featured 
an exhibition by the Yale wrestling team. 


NEW YORK: East Enp Temple MEN’s 
Cius has a fund to give Bibles to each 
Bar Mitsvo boy. 

TemMPpLE EmMANu-EL MEn’s Cuivus_ had 
James G. McDonald, first U. S. ambassa- 
dor to Israel, as guest speaker, December 
6. On December 29, the men’s club spon- 
sored a homecoming dance for college 
students. 

RopePH SHOLOM Men’s Ass’N heard the 
Rev. Dr. George G. Howard, of the Hack- 
ensack Unitarian Church, speak on “Find- 
ing Peace of Mind” in November, and 
Bartley C. Crum on “What I Saw in 
Europe and Asia” in December. 

ViLLace TempLe Men’s Cuus had Justin 
D. Rothman, NFTB assistant executive 
director, outline the JCS program. 


PHOENIX: Temp ce Betu Isract MEn’s 
Cius. on December 8, heard John Roy 
Carlson speak on his under-cover work in 


the Middle East. 


PITTSBURGH: Roper SHatom MEn’s 
Cus recently contributed $500.00 to the 
Hebrew Union College for a shelf of 
books in the College library. 


PROVIDENCE:Tempte Bet Et Brotu- 
ERHOOD inaugurated a lox and _ bagel 
Sunday morning group in November with 
a talk by Rabbi Benjamin Kreitman, New 
London, Conn., on “Religion in the Home.” 
In December, the men’s club had a Cha- 
nuko party for children of the religious 
school. 


SAN ANTONIO: Tenmpte Betu Et MeEn’s 
CLus is sponsoring a project to provide 
magazines for convalescing service men in 
San Antonio military hospitals. 


SAN FRANCISCO: Tempe Emanu-E. 
Men’s Cius has appointed a “community 
relations committee” to study ways the 


club can support various worthy com- 
munity projects. 





NFTB METROPOLITAN CONFERENCE MEETS IN NEW BUILDING— 
The first dinner meeting of the Metropolitan Conference of the National 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods in the Union House of Living Judaism 


on November 27 is pictured above. 
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Dayton’s 
Temple Israel 
raises $316,000: 
for new House 
of Worship 


The congregation of Temple 
Israel at Dayton, Ohio, recently 
subscribed $316,000 to add to 
funds raised in two previous 
campaigns to finance the build- 
ing of a $600,000 House of 
Worship. 

Ketchum, Inc. is proud to 
have supplied the professional 
direction. 

“This campaign clearly dem- 
onstrated that to do a job right, 
you must have people who 
have the know-how to organ- 
ize systematically, and follow 
through methodically to a suc- 
cessful conclusion,” commented 
Elmer L. Moyer, Chairman of 
the Congregational Committee. 

Campaign Chairman J. Ed. 
Wasserman wrote: “On behalf 
of the Temple Israel... I stand 
ready at any time when called 
upon to testify to the splendid 
work of your organization.” 

In the same city of Dayton, 
this firm also recently directed 
an over-the-goal fund raising 
campaign for the Beth Abraham 
Congregation. 

With a record of 33 years 
experience in directing fund 
raising campaigns, and with a 
staff of skilled directors (like 
Jerome Levy who has been 
active for years in fund rais- 
ing for Jewish institutions), 
Ketchum, Inc. offers consulta- 
tion without obligation to 
organizations which contem- 
plate building fund campaigns. 


Ketchum, Inc. 


Cam tawgn Dexection : 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BLDG. 
PITTSBURGH 19, PENNSYLVANIA 
CARLTON G. KETCHUM, President 
NORMAN MacLEOD, Exec. Vice Pres. 
McCLEAN WORK, Vice President 
500 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 18 
H. L. GILES, Eastern Manager 


MEMBER AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
OF FUND RAISING COUNSEL 
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Sisterhood Topics 


OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 


838 FIFTH AVENUE, 


NEW YORK 21, 


NEW YORK 





Interpreting Sisterhood 


MEETING for the first time in the 
Board Room of the Union House of 
Living Judaism-Berg Memorial at 
the time of the Dedication of this 
home of American Reform Judaism, 
the annual session of the Executive 
Board of NFTS, under the able lead- 
ership of Mrs. Louis A. Rosett, Pres- 
ident, gave careful attention to the 
significant problem of interpreting 
the Sisterhood program to larger 
numbers of members and officers 
than has been possible in the past. 

Mrs. Julian Hennig, Columbia, 
S. C., Chairman of the special NFTS 
Committee on Field and Membership 
Services reported on an all-day Steer- 
ing Committee discussion attended 
by Mrs. Harry Jacobson, West Des 
Moines; Mrs. Joseph Glanzer, New 
York; Mrs. Rosett and Miss Jane 
Evans, Executive Director of the 
Federation. Two other members of 
the Steering Committee on Field and 
Membership Services, Mrs. Solomon 
Freehof, Pittsburgh, and Mrs. Wal- 
ter Hardman, Seattle, were unable 
to attend. The Committee considered 
how best to use the combined efforts 
of the volunteer and the professional 


in the service of the local Sister- 
hoods, District Federations and the 
National Federation. 

It was recommended to the NFTS 
Board, and approved, that a program 
of expanded service within the struc- 
ture and policy of NFTS be imme- 
diately instigated. Special emphasis 
will be placed upon the preparation 
and release of materials for use of 
leaders, the training of volunteer 
Sisterhood workers to become in 
turn leaders of Institutes in various 
sections of the United States for the 
development of broader service to 
members, and the completion of a 
Handbook for Sisterhood Leaders, 
largely prepared by Mrs. Jacobson 
of the Committee. 

A few days prior to the annual 
Board meeting, the Third NFTS 
District Presidents’ Council met in 
New York under the chairmanship 
of Mrs. C. C. Strasburger, Knox- 
ville, NFTS Second Vice-President 
and the leader of the NFTS Com- 
mittee on Districts. The two-day dis- 
cussion of the District Presidents’ 
Council also emphasized the need of 
more accurate and wide-spread inter- 


Sisterhoods Use Films on Mental Hygiene 


Sisterhoods are taking advantage of 
the many excellent films on mental 
hygiene which are now available. 

A number of particularly good doc- 
umentaries in this field which deal 
with children have been produced dur- 
ing the past few years. 

The Beth Emeth Sisterhood of Wil- 
mington, Del., believes strongly that 
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the emotionally disturbed child needs 
understanding. Accordingly, arrange- 
ments were made for a showing of the 
film “Angry Boy,” with a psychiatrist 
serving as discussion leader. 

Sources for obtaining educational 
and documentary films appear in the 
NFTS Supplement to the Program 
Guide. 


pretation of Sisterhood philosophy 
and program, through District Fed- 
erations, to all members. A number 
of excellent projects, which had been 
developed in the Districts, were dis- 
cussed, including Talent Bureaus, 
Visual Displays of Sisterhood Ac- 
tivities, preparation of “Vital Statis- 
tics” and instructions for District 
leaders, development of new Instal- 
lation Ceremonies for District Ofh- 
cers, representation of Sisterhood 
life at State Fairs through distribu- 
tion of literature and exhibits of 
activities. 

As one phase of preparing for bet- 
ter interpretation of the Sisterhood 
program, Mrs. Henry Monsky, 
Omaha, Chairman of the NFTS Spe- 
cial Committee on Evaluation, whose 
members include: Mrs. Hugo Dals- 
heimer, Pikesville, Md.; Mrs. How- 
ard Kern, Pikesville, Md.; Mrs. 
William J. Lefer, New York; Mrs. 
Julius Mark, New York; Mrs. Har- 
old Redel, Chicago, and Mrs. Leon 
L. Watters, New York, with the 
NFTS President and Executive Di- 
rector serving ex-officio, also re- 
ported to the Board. This month, a 
Questionnaire will be released by 
this committee to all local presi- 
dents, the responses to which should 
prove of inestimable value, after 
analysis, in determining areas of 
work in which additional efforts 
should be made by NFTS in order 
to be a more helpful agency in fur- 
thering service to Jewish and hu- 
manitarian causes which is funda- 
mental of Sisterhood life. 
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Spotlight on Education in Baltimore and Chicago 


ConsisTENT with the NFTS empha- 
sis on education which must go hand 
in hand with action, the Sisterhoods 
in two different communities point 
the way with varying programs. The 
K.A.M., Beth Am, Sinai and South 
Shore Temple Sisterhoods in Chicago, 
Ill., and the Oheb Shalom Sisterhood 
in Baltimore, Md., describe a work- 
shop and a forum series, respectively. 

The “Community Affairs Commit- 
tee” of Chicago, Ill., which consists of 
the four Reform Sisterhoods named 
above, as well as Conservative Sister- 
hoods, meets monthly to pool ideas 
and techniques and at least once a 
year undertakes a program of chal- 
lenge for the community. The Com- 
mittee is this year chaired by Mrs. 
Sidney Rosenthal, of K.A.M. Temple 
Sisterhood. The special program en- 
visaged was entitled “New Horizons— 
1952.” 

The theme of “Better Living + Bet- 
ter Human Relations = Better An- 
swers” was developed in a series of 
simultaneous workshops conducted by 
experts in their fields. The subjects 
included, “What About Prejudice?” 


“What About the South Side?” and 
“What About Narcotics?” 

“Marriage for Moderns” is the pro- 
vocative title of a series of six forum 
meetings being led by authorities in 
Baltimore every fourth Sunday, month- 
ly, from October, 1951 through April, 
1952. The Committee on Family Edu- 
cation of the Oheb Shalom Sister- 
hood is making this series available 
without charge to all members of the 


congregation, its affiliated groups and 
friends. Mrs. Morris Rothholz and 
Mrs. Maxwell Bertuch are chairman 
and co-chairman, respectively. 

The subjects to be included are 
“Emotional Adjustment in Marriage,” 
“Sex Adjustment in Marriage,” “Eco- 
nomic Adjustment in Marriage,” “Le- 
gal Aspects of Marriage,” and finally, 
“Marital Harmony and the Family.” 
Called in as consultants and speakers 
are local rabbis, as well as physicians 
and psychiatrists from the staff of 
John Hopkins University. 


Sisterhoods Continue Contributions 


INcREASING numbers of Sisterhoods 
are completing their full quota of 
$10.00 per member as their contribu- 
tion to the House of Living Judaism. 
Although the fireplace wall in the Sis- 
terhood Lounge is complete, addition- 
al Sisterhoods who reach the goal will 
have their names inscribed on the new 
plaque which will be permanently 
displayed in the Lounge. 

The names of those individuals who 
contribute $10.00 or more as well as 
the names of those honored or memori- 


to House of Living Judaism 


alized will be inscribed in Volume II 
of the Book of Living Judaism which 


is already begun. 
Following are those Sisterhoods 


most recently “over the top.” 


SISTERHOOD HLJ CHAIRMAN 


Har Sinai Temple 
Baltimore, Md. Mrs. Jesse Miller 
Central Synagogue of Nassau County 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. Mrs. William Godnick 
Shaarai Zedek Temple 
Tampa, Florida 
B’nai Israel Temple 
Baton Rouge, La. 
Temple Aid Society 
Gadsden, Ala. 


Mrs. Harry N. Sandler 
Mrs. Lawrence Mann 


Mrs. Harry Greenberg 


Sisterhoods who met their quotas are listed on this beautiful fireplace wall in the Union House of Living Judaism. 
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HOSTESSES from Temple Beth El and Temple Israel in Detroit at the 
Michigan State Youth Conclave. Third from left, standing, in the back 


row, is Mrs. Samuel B. Danto. 


Michigan Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
Sponsors State Youth Conclave at Detroit 


Mrs. Samuel B. Danto, President of 
NFTS District #11, The Michigan 
State Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods, writes that the State Youth 
Conclave, sponsored by the above Fed- 
eration, met in Detroit, Friday, Satur- 
day and Sunday, November 23, 24, and 
25, 1951, with TEMPLE BETH EL and 
TEMPLE ISRAEL co-hostesses. Young 
people from up-state were housed in 
the homes of members of both congre- 
gations. 

Participating rabbis were Dr. B. 
Benedict Glazer, Rabbi Sidney Aksel- 
rad, Rabbi Leon Fram, Rabbi Frank 
Rosenthal, and Rabbi Sanford Saper- 
stein. 

Participating hfgh school teachers 
from the two temples were Mr. Rubin 
Selitsky, Mr. Bruce L. Danto, Mr. 
David Faganbaum, Mr. Joseph Taylor, 
Mr. Louis Freidland, and Miss Dorothy 
Silverman. 

The Conclave program, which took 
place at Temple Israel, included a 
Sabbath Eve Service; a Work Shop 
on the relation of Judaism to other 
religions: luncheon; discussion groups; 
dinner dance with local talent and a 
six piece orchestra: Morning Religious 
Services. and a closing brunch. One 
hundred eighty young people from 
Michigan communities and Springfield, 
Ohio, attended. 

Mrs. Zola Rosenfeld of Jackson, 
Michigan, is State Youth Activities 
chairman. The State vice-chairmen 


o>] 


include Mrs. Percy Newman, Mrs. Wil- 
liam Greenberg, Mrs. Alex Doner and 
Mrs. Herman Dickstein. 
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Aiding the Blind 


Mrs. Louis M. Bloomberg, Chairman, 
Committee on Service to the Blind for 
the SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE ISRAEL, De- 
troit, Mich., describes a highly useful 
activity based upon the use of a 
Soundscriber. 

The project is tied up with the Edu- 
cational Library of Wayne University. 
They provide their blind students and 
those with limited vision with text- 
books recorded on 7” discs. The Li- 
brary of Congréss, Washington, D. C. 
makes available to any adult blind 
person a play back machine, without 
charge, on request. Wayne University 
provides the Sisterhood with the blanks. 

The Soundscriber, purchased the 
first of the year, belongs to the Sister- 
hood. It remains at the temple and a 
group of fifteen women volunteer time 
on a regular weekly schedule. Most of 
the women sign up for an hour to an 
hour and a half. In that time two fuli 
records can be made. Each side of a 
7” disc runs about twelve to thirteen 
minutes. To date, the group has com- 
pleted three books of varied subject 
matter. 


EPO erg ace 


KNITWEAR OF DISTINCTION 


AT BETTER SHOPS EVERY,{/5 


or write to factory and “ty 


1991 BROADWAY, NEW YOF. 


23, N. 
ENdicott 2-681) 
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Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


¢ Up to the minute advertising is 
the policy of the sIsTERHOOD OF TEM- 
PLE BETH ZION in Buffalo, N. Y. Two 
members were guests on a television 
program, where the Sisterhood dis- 
played merchandise which would be 
available at a rummage sale. The TV 
station and the Sisterhood members 
were busy for two hours answering 
questions after the show. 


¢ A pocket size program listing the 
Sisterhood events for the year has 
been issued by the SISTERHOOD OF 
TEMPLE EMANU EL, Cleveland, Ohio. 
It includes a listing of the names and 
telephone numbers of all officers and 
committee chairmen. In addition to 
the topics planned for every member- 
ship meeting, there is a description of 
the activities planned for Adult Edu- 
cation and Community Services. 





Greetings and Best Wishes 
Eorr STREET TEMPLE 
SISTERHOOD 
Wheeling, W.Va. 








¢ “Our Neighbors Beliefs” will be 
examined at a study course by that 
name sponsored by the RODEPH SHO- 
LOM SISTERHOOD of New York, N. Y. 
Rabbi Louis I. Newman and Rabbi 
Aaron B. Ilson will conduct the ses- 
sions twice a month. 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Best’s Pert 
POODLE CUT 


your pedigree for 
pretty hair 


only 2.50 





Best’s Beauty Salon creates a 
new wonder-coif that’s 
winning rave reviews among 
smart women. A gleaming 
head of curls, set to glorify 
your own individual beauty, 
by such highly skilled stylists 
that it takes only a half-hour 
longer than your usual 
shampoo-and-set. 


Economical to start 
Economical to keep 
because it requires the 
minimum care 


BEST'S OWN 
*REVERSE CURL 
PERMANENT 
12.50 


BEAUTY SALON—8th Floor 


For your appointment call 
PLaza 9-2000 


BEST & CO. 


Fifth Avenue at 51 Street 
New York 22, N. Y. 
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A SMILE OF GOOD FELLOWSHIP lights the faces of the leaders of the 
Interfaith Institute sponsored by Virginia St. Sisterhood, Charleston, 
W. Va., with the cooperation of the Charleston Council of Church Women. 
Mrs. Harold Baum, center, of Milwaukee, Wisc., Chairman of the Special 
Committee on World Union for Progressive Judaism Activities, NFTS, was 


the speaker. 


Here and There in the Sisterhood World (Con:. from p. 23) 


¢ They refused to be handicapped by 
the lack of a building. Therefore, the 
SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE EMANUEL OF 
SOUTH FALLS in Pittsburgh, Pa., which 
is newly formed, turned out of doors 
for their Sukos festival. A lodge 
with ample grounds and parking fa- 
cilities was rented from the county 
park. Members of the congregation 
and friends donated the lumber, fruit 
and decorations for the suko plus 
the labor involved in planning and 
building it. It was planned so that it 
could easily be dismantled and reas- 
sembled for future use. After the re- 
ligious ceremony there was group 
singing around a bonfire. Jewish and 


American folk-songs were selected and 
song sheets prepared. 


¢ The line formed to the right in Los 
Angeles where the sISTERHOOD OF 
WILSHIRE BOULEVARD TEMPLE packed 
Chanuko boxes for Jewish residents 
of State institutions. Mrs. Joshua 
Abramson served as chairman of the 
committee, assisted by Mrs. Louis 
Kline and Mrs. Bertha Rosenberg as 
co-chairmen . . . Still in the thinking 
stages is a “life begins at 40” temple 
group for unmarried men and women 
above forty. The Sisterhood chairman 
is Mrs. Paul Fox. 
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Book Reviews 

(Continued from page 12) 
assertion that “the doctrine which 
made such deeds ‘inevitable’ had been 
preached not merely for years or dec- 
ades but for many centuries—more 
than once during the Middle Ages it 
threatened to destroy the Jewish peo- 
ple. The German crime of genocide 
has its logical roots in the mediaeval 
theory that the Jews were outcasts 
condemned by God to a life of per- 
petual servitude, and it is not there- 
fore a phenomenon completely discon- 
nected from previous history.” 

This thesis he documents in scholar- 
ly and yet popular fashion in a book 
as gripping as any recent best seller. 

The fact that Malcolm Hay is a 
Catholic, who has zealously cham- 
pioned his own church, makes more 
effective his presentation. For many 
years, Malcolm Hay, a distinguished 
soldier in the First Gordon Highland- 
ers, was engaged upon the defense of 
the Catholic church against what he 
designated as “a chain of error.” As 
the preface to this volume, written by 
Thomas Sugrue, puts it. “Having 
spent twenty years trying to set the 
Protestants straight about the Catho- 
lics, the integrity and deep sincerity 
behind his recording of Christian be- 
havior, both Catholic and Protestant, 
toward the people of Israel, can be 
appreciated.” 

Malcolm Hay writes a courageous 
and candid portrayal of “the pres- 
sure of Christendom upon the people 
of Israel for 1900 years.” 

No greater service toward removal 
of this pressure from the contemporary 
people of Israel, and toward the re- 
moval of the conflicts within our West- 
ern culture itself, could be performed 
than the widest possible dissemina- 
tion of this exceptionally human docu- 
ment. 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 


My Mission in Israel by James G. Mc- 
Donald, Simon & Schuster, New 
York. 303 pp. $3.50. 


James G. McDonald was admirably 
qualified to be the first ambassador to 
the State of Israel by his experience 
with refugees, the Palestine problem 
and foreign policy matters. Israel 
needed a friendly, understanding man 
of integrity who had the courage to 
handle the delicate relations between 
the United States and Israel without 
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allowing protocol to be a hindrance. 
This is exactly what McDonald did. 
When the usual channels of the State 
Department did not avail, he went 
directly to the President. 

Without meaning to be, the book is 
exciting. McDonald tells, for instance, 
how he took a motor trip of 230 miles 
at night to deliver a “threatening” 
note to Ben-Gurion which demanded 
the withdrawal of troops from Egyp- 
tian soil. The closed doors behind 
which our diplomats sit to discuss 
our foreign policy is opened by his 
description of a conference of the 
United States Chiefs of Missions in 
the Middle East that took place in 
Istanbul. That conference is convinc- 
ing evidence of the anti-Israel senti- 
ment among our diplomats. 

The book teaches us some facts of 
history. The United States has not 
formulated a positive, definitive policy 
in the Middle East. We have made 
several tragic mistakes by following 
British policy. The Jewish people owe 
a great debt to President Truman. 
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Israel’s leaders are great men and 
women. They would be outstanding 
even in the government of a large na- 
tion. Israel is a welfare state and 
parties of every political color agree 
that it is and shall be. 

MELVIN WEINMAN 
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Eisendrath 

(Continued from page 4) 
terms, and will in no wise detract 
from the tensions which we seek to 
allay. There is ample room for inter- 
cultural, intergroup, interracial work 
in which the Jewish community can 
be represented by those agencies and 
persons who are not specifically identi- 
fied with religious institutions. But the 
time has come to call a halt to an in- 
terfaith program which presents the 
church on the one hand and leaves the 
synagogue in the background on the 
other, or ignores the synagogue alto- 
gether. Nor do we alleviate this ironic 
state of affairs by appointing a single 
rabbi (like the department store which 
seeks to become kosher by hiring one 
or two “white Jews” in order to prove 
their good will) as a front man to give 
a religious glamor to an otherwise 
secular enterprise. 

The opposite number of the church 
is the synagogue and in all decency as 
well as for the sake of expediency in 
seeking realistically to build an inter- 
faith movement and program, the syn- 
agogue and its representatives must be 
the focal point of American interfaith 
work. Interfaith implies relationship 
between faiths and unless the Jews of 
America are prepared to admit that 
we have no expression of such faith 
within the Jewish community, it is im- 
perative that we strengthen, rather 
than weaken our religious front. 

Interfaith activity presupposes inner 
faith. Inner faith must precede inter- 
faith, and there is no task more exi- 
gent for American Jewry than the in- 
escapable necessity of fortifying this 
inner faith and placing its spokesmen 
and institutions in the forefront of its 
battle for Jewish dignity and security. 
a security, a survival, to quote Rabbi 
Leo Baeck, which can be procured 
only through revival of that faith 
which alone entitles us to engage in 
interfaith undertakings. 

The Union is eager to see the recom- 
mendation of Professor Maclver im- 
plemented and would be pleased to 
join with the other national congrega- 
tional bodies as equal partners in this 
noble and worth while endeavor. 





Greetings 
FROM 
Louis G. Redstone 
Architect 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 











Petegorsky 

(Continued from page 4) 
between those who seek to introduce 
religious instruction and observances 
into the public schools and those who 
are striving to maintain intact the sep- 
aration of church and state as a foun- 
dation of our constitutional system. 
Neither group is in doubt as to the 
purposes and motives of the other. In- 
deed, much of the tension emerges 
from the fact that they understand 
each other all too well. 

In any redefinition of the substance 
of interfaith activity, I should like to 
suggest that two considerations be 
considered paramount. Human beings 
are far more effective ambassadors 
than words or pamphlets. If one of the 
purposes of interfaith activity is to ex- 
plain or to affirm the principles and 
precepts of Judaism, then self-respect- 
ing Jews who, by their conduct, ex- 
emplify the highest principles of our 
faith, are worth more than thousands 
of pamphlets or hundreds of sermons. 
How Jews act is vastly more important 
than what Jews believe. The respect 
which Jewish institutions demonstrate 
for the traditional values of Jewish 
life is a much more significant factor 
in interfaith activity than the interfaith 
programs they conduct as a phase of 
their “public relations” work. Intra- 
faith activity is unquestionably the only 
genuinely effective form of interfaith 
work. 

A second major factor is the degree 
to which fundamental disagreements 
on matters of public policy have en- 
tered into the relationships between 
religious bodies. Problems of released 
time, of religious instruction and ob- 
servance in the public schools, Bible 
reading, public funds for parochial 
education, violations of religious lib- 
erty, censorship—all are now high on 
the agenda of public discussion. These 
issues go to the very heart of religious 
liberty and democratic freedom in this 
country. Some groups are cautioning 
moderation by Jews on these problems 
because “interfaith relations” may oth- 
erwise be impaired. That view is a 
short-sighted expedient. For, in the 
long run, the religious liberty of all 
groups and their co-existence in har- 
mony and good will can be zssured 
only when our democratic system rests 
securely on its traditional foundations. 

Clarification of the purposes and 
substance of interfaith activity, as I 
already stated, is urgent. In that clari- 
fication all elements of the community 





Kramer 


(Continued from page 5) 
secular, working in the field of com- 
munity relations. The implementation 
of these plans in the field of inter- 
faith would then be undertaken by the 
religious bodies with constant refer- 
ence to and continued advice from 
such agencies as are engaged in other 
phases of the over-all problem. 

Another aspect of the problem is 
of equal importance. I am assuming 
that the reference to “the three na- 
tional Jewish congregational bodies” 
does not exclude the three national 
rabbinic bodies, but that what is meant 
is that the three branches of the Jew- 
ish faith in America should assume 
the responsibility of those community 
relations which have to do with the 
non-Jewish faiths in our country. This 
will require coordination and careful 
planning in order to avoid duplication 
of effort and unnecessary waste bot! 
in money and in energy. Working at 
cross purposes and in constant compe- 
tition one with the other will bring 
little improvement in the present situ- 
ation and will only create confusion 
worse confounded. 

I cannot therefore conceive of this 
program being carried through effec- 
tively without the Synagogue Council 
of America acting as that coordinating 
and planning agency which would be 
able to pull all loose ends together 
and give real meaning to this most im- 
portant work which legitimately is the 
responsibility of the Jewish religious 
forces in America. When we take into 
account that the Synagogue Council 
of America has already an accumula- 
tion of experience in this field, the 
point becomes even more forceful. It 
is the Synagogue Council that now is 
carrying on this work in the name of 
the six national religious bodies which 
are its constituents. The SCA repre- 
sents the religious Jewish community 
in such matters as State Department 
conferences, Congressional hearings. 
Federal Civilian Defense, Jewish liai- 
son representation to American Mili- 
tary Government in Germany’ end 
Jewish chaplaincy service in Federal 
penal institutions. It also represents 
religious Jewry in relations with Chris- 





should share. However, prime respon- 
sibility for the conduct of the programs 
which may emerge from that process 
should rest with the religious agencies 
and bodies of the Jewish community. 
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tian religious bodies, such as the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Conference, the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews and 
the International Council of Religious 
Education. These agencies have con- 
stantly sought the advice and the co- 
operation of the Synagogue Council 
of America in general fields of reli- 
gious endeavor in America. In “Re- 
ligion in American Life,” the Mu- 
tual Broadcasting System’s programs, 
“Faith in Our Times” and “Chapel of 
the Air,” the SCA is taking a promi- 
nent part. 


It is eminently evident therefore © 


that as American Jewish community 
relations work is reorganized, the re- 
sponsibility for over-all interfaith work 
should be transferred to the SCA, as 
the religious agency representing all 
branches of Jewry and qualified by ex- 
perience to do the job. 

It is understood that the SCA would 
then continue to involve the com- 
munity relations agencies represented 
in the NCRAC as well as its own con- 
stituent bodies in their own specific 
interests and activities in this area in 
order to achieve the greatest degree of 
unity and effectiveness in this impor- 
tant work. 


Slawson 

(Continued from page 5) 
together of various experiences, in- 
sights, and disciplines. Indeed, it is 
dificult to think of one community 
relations problem that can be solved, 
or of one community relations oppor- 
tunity that can be fully realized with- 
out the contribution of more than one 
type of specialized knowledge. 

Because we take this view, we must 
reject on principle proposals to allo- 
cate activities to one or another “spe- 
cialized” agency. It is our conviction 
that such proposals must inevitably 
result in fragmented handling of prob- 
lems that demand the blending of 
many skills. 

In the absence of schools for com- 
munity relations work, professional 
training must be acquired largely on 
the job—not by mere trial and error. 
but by skilful intra-agency training. 
It is one of the strengths of a general- 
purpose agency like the American 
Jewish Committee that the specialized 
skills of its staff members’ are enlarged 
and developed under the guidance of 
seasoned community workers and that 
all staff members, neophytes and vet- 
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erans—the rabbi, labor specialist, 
public relations expert, community re- 
lations counselor, etc.—are involved 
in a constant process of mutual edu- 
cation as they work together on prob- 
lems that cut across all facets of 
American life. 

In this connection it is important to 
realize that community relations ac- 
tivities are today and always have 
been subordinate to the main purpose 
of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. The avowed primary 
purpose of the Union is to strengthen 
Reform Judaism in the United States 
and to maintain the Hebrew Union 
College. It was because of the inci- 
dental nature of its community rela- 
tions concerns that the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, when 
admitted to the NCRAC, was not given 
a place on the Executive Committee of 
the NCRAC. 

As to the “economy of operation” 
which Dr. Maclver believes will result 
from his recommendations, he ap- 
parently did not take into account 
the costs of the services of technicians 
that a specialized agency such as the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations would be required to secure— 
a radio and TV division, writing and 
production staffs, researchers, scien- 
tific testing facilities, field workers, 
etc., all essential resources for realis- 
tic community relations work. Dr. 
Maclver’s proposals must therefore 
inevitably eventuate in considerable 
expansion of each of the special-pur- 
pose organizations to which he pro- 
poses to “allocate” enlarged areas of 
work, and would, in effect. take away 
major activities from those agencies 
with existing resources and assign 
them instead to agencies which must 
yet acquire these resources. Such a 
recommendation appears to us to be 
appallingly wasteful and inefficient. 

The importance of our ecclesiastic 
institutions in representing the views 
of American Jewry is indeed unargu- 
able. The American Jewish Commit- 
tee’s long experience in community 
relations work has sensitized it to an 
unusual degree to these situations in 
which it is important that the ecclesi- 
astic institutions play an active role. 
It was, for example, responsible for 
bringing together the Synagogue Coun- 
cil of America, the Federal Council 
of Churches, and the National Catho- 
lic Welfare Council to issue a joint 
statement denouncing the Communist- 
inspired Stockholm petition. Typical 


Epstein 
(Continued from page 5) 
to the Jewish community if that im- 
pact is reduced by cutting up pies. 
Prof. Maclver recognized (but neg- 
lected to solve) the problem of the 
Union which has a particular religious 
viewpoint and is not representative 0 
the entire Jewish community. Who is 
to deny the Orthodox or the Conserva- 
tives the right to engage in interfaith 
work? The possible effect looks suspi- 
ciously like the “duplication” Prof. 
Maclver fears so much. And pretty 
soon we square the circle and the 
cures prescribed by the Maclver Re- 
port become more debilitating to Jew- 
ish life than the so-called illness itself. 





of our further work in this area has 
been our pioneering efforts in the field 
of Protestant and Catholic lesson ma- 
terials and textbooks; the experimen- 
tal radio work leading ultimately to 
the creation of the “Eternal Light” so 
successfully sponsored by the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. 

The field is a vast one. Our goal is 
the achievement of human well-being 
under conditions of justice, freedom 
and equality. The combined efforts of 
all agencies presently working to reach 
this goal can only begin to scratch the 
surface. It should be possible—and as 
a matter of fact relatively simple—to 
achieve a cooperative relationship with 
the Synagogue Council of America. 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, the Jewish Theologica! 
Seminary, and other Jewish religious 
bodies with the object of pooling our 
various contributions in the interests 
of an effective community relations 
program in behalf of American Jewry 
and America itself. 
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Israeli Judaism 
(Continued from page 3) 


sionment with statehood and Zion as 
the ultimate goal, and a groping to- 
ward some higher form of Jewish re- 
demption. There are, finally, a few 
intellectual leaders who, though lack- 
ing any cohesion among themselves or 
any mass following, individually are 
ready to lend their voices and modest 
influence to the cause of a religious 
renaissance. 

But they do not recommend a so- 
lution through support of the “Pro- 
gressives” or through a large influx of 
intrepid young Reform rabbis from 
the United States. They would prefer 
small beginnings: the endowment of 
a really progressive theological semi- 
characteris- 

the estab- 


nary in Jerusalem, or 
tically and very practically 
lishment of an Israeli publishing house 
which might counteract the flood of 
Orthodox literature and bring at least 
some of the works of Western religious 
humanism in translation to Israel for 
the instruction of university students 
and others now dwelling in outer dark- 
ness. Such a printing plant could water 
the seed of a new flowering of faith 
from an untapped reservoir of modern 
thinkers (Franz Rosenzweig and James 
Parkes, among others) of whose monu- 
mental contributions to the Western 
religious heritage hardly a line has 
yet been rendered into Hebrew. 

Modern American rabbis, it is felt. 
could by themselves make little im- 
pression as synagogue leaders. They 
would go begging in vain for congre- 
gations, and would wear out their 
spirit in frustration against the apathy 
of the non-religious and the organized 
hostility of religious formalism. Their 
presence in Israel would be useful only 
if they accepted the hard and obscure 
role of teacher and guide. spending 
perhaps an entire lifetime in seeking 
impatiently to kindle a little light. And 
they could not successfully import 
merely a copy of American Reform, 
unless they imported with them a 
legion of other Americans—which. 
even if it could be achieved. would 
probably degenerate eventually into 
just another religious Landsmanschafjt 
like the Central European “Progres- 
sive” congregations. The American 
message would have to be adapted to 
the land. the people and the problem 
—all of them unique and requiring a 
mixture of the old, the new and some- 
thing not yet born. 
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58 West 23 Street, New York 10, N.Y. 





Ask for our gift catalog 
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“QUO VADIS’ is a colossal, historical spectacle which we ree- 
ommend as a must for young and old. A triumph for Hollywood 
..-a milestone in the development of cinema-art. This pearl of 


classic literature is now, thanks to Hollywood, a gem among films! 9 
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Cast of Thousands! 


‘ilmed in Rome 


ROBERT TAYL OR: DEBORAH I KERR 
LEO GENN ana PETER USTINOV 


Screen Play by JOHN LEE MAHIN and S. N. BEHRMAN « SONYA LEVIEN 
Based on the Novel by Henryk Sienkiewicz 


Directed by MERVYN LeROY Produced by SAM ZIMBALIST 
An M-G-M Picture 
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